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out to get A snake charmer who
can rid the room of these pests in five
minutes. Even If 1 should get bitten, 1
will have strength enough to do that much.
And if the servants refuse, 1 will
bite them—they must and shall save you,
master.”

The magnitude of the danger had not
taken away my sense of honor. “You

shall do nothing of the kind, Radbhamonie,"”
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I sald sternly; “I, vour master, forbld you
to move. If you stir 1 will rise also and we
will both be killed.

“But 1 must save you,” cried the Indlan

girl.

"“We will live or die together,” I replied,
pressing her hand.

“Now that you have glven me proof of
your will die,"" whis-
pered the Bayadere.

“l.et us hope

affeciion 1 Bladly

for the
ronduct

best and Instruct
me how to myeelf., 1 will follow
your without questioning.”

“Keap still, master; don't move a muscle,
whatever happens. If you do a hundred
hoods will be spread in an instant and we
will die Itke rats in a pit.”

My hand waa still In hers, and I indi-
cated assent by a slight pressure, afterward
concentrating all my mind, my entire will
power, to impersonate a log, to deny that
I was alive. Meanwhile, the hissing,
luckling and whistling continued, but as a
fact we were in immediate
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COBRA'S DANGER SIGNAL.
yora spreads this singular attach-
its neck only when preparing to
In repose the hood lies flat, but the
moment the viper is irritated it dilates and
under pressure of some twenty
parts of the ribs of his neck and the fore-
part of the The cobra in our neigh-
borhicod has hoods ornamented with two
black eyelike spots, united by a curved
black =stripe so 1 that the whole mark
formed a resemblance to a pair
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MONEY IS MORE PLENTIFIL IN ENG-
LAND THAN A A YWHERIE ELSE,
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Yet a Vast Proportion of the Workers

Are Without Adeguate Shelter or

the Comforts of lLife,
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SLOW CHANGE FOR THE BETTER
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The Present Parlinment Will Consid-
er Two Measures Intended to Help

the Working Classes,

.

Correspondence of the Indianapelis Journal
LONDON, Feb. 10 —King Edward
as strongly bent upon arousing England
to a proper sensge of her needs in view of
the al rivalry of America,
Wiales, and it is evident that

geems

as does

commer:

acute and the lot of the common laborer so
hard and hopeless; that Englishmen them-
gselves, in moments of sober reflection,
stand aghast at the situation, and many of
the more thoughtful of them are amagzed
that the working classes, who have the vot-
ing power in their hands, do not use this
franchise to bring about a complete revo-
lution.

Not very long is it since Mr. Charles
Booth, one of the most careful statisticians
in England, demonstrated in his book, “The
Life and Labor of the People of London.”
that in this wealthiest of the world's capi-
tals 30 per cent. of the population were liv-
ing below the poverty line, in houses that
are unsanitary and with incomes Insufii-
cient for necessary food and clothing. Mr.
Jooth's coneclusions were backed up by
facts and figures so cold-blooded in their
accuracy that no one dared to challenge
them. All that the nation could do was to
plead guilty and hide Its blughes under pur-
poses of reform. At that time, however,
there was a general conviction that
amongst the cities of England London was
exception and that in the other urban
centers the proportion living below the
poverty line could not be so great. Imagine,
therefore, with what sadness and even
shame the people of England have been
made to realize, by another social investi-
gator, Mr. Seebohm Rowntree, that the
capital eity of the empire is fully matched,
in the relative number of its half-starved
poor, by the cathedral city of York, a city
hitherto the magnificent speci-
church architecture which adorns

an
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men of
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scoundrel began to play on his
intermingled with

glowly, then played

his melody ended

1do. Then he be-

When he began playing the hissing
whistling of the cobras ceased. I opened
ne of my eyves and looked A great many
serpents were raising their heads, how
many [ cannot tell; I hadn t time to count.
For the procession began again; the bag-
pipe irresistibiy attracted them. Over our
bodles they squirmed and leaped, danced
and capared, gamboling after tha gardener,
who slowly descended the stairs, playing
continuously. The exodus lasted about ten
m Finally the tune dled awuy and
stlllness once more enveloped the room
Radhamonie was first to rise, but cau-
tiously lit a lamp before she jumped on her
feat., The cobra is afraid of artificial light.
When she threw open the shades, holdin
the Inmp in front of her, we saw =ix snakes
crawling along the wall. Of course, we lost
no time in l=aving the den of death. When
weé reached the veranda, where our Mus-
sulman servanta met us, the bayadere
fainted. Untll that moment she had per-
SEVOTS it, the danger over, her nervea
gave

[ sent word at once to the European set-
tlers, who dispatched hsilf a dozen snake
charmers. These and a few gallons of pol-
somed milk soon cleared my gardens of
vipers

When the constables arrived to arrest the
gardener and the porter they could not be
found. Doubtless the Brahmins had fur-
nished them with means of escape bhefore-
hand.

Ten days later I left the plantation to
seok my fortune elsewhere. in Salem,
where I am now residing with Radhamonie,
my wife, I found a new home.

1 have no ambition to brave the venge-
ance of the Brahmins a second tlme, even
though the English government off. me
all possible protection. J. JACO. g
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Majesty's town house full and strong upon
him, exclaiming, ““Why, me. 1
had no idea there was anybody in
who needed money.” In a playful t«
this remark made, of course, for there is
no doubt that even millionaires find it
tic to be as }v‘raﬁ;‘m as possible when their
hold up for But,
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can,
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against the appalling fact that in Eng-
there
are g0 many who have to heg for their
and that, to offset
royvalty and the country s

where plentiful,

money is o
bread the palaces of
of the titled
and rich, there is such a vast proportion of
the working are
without any of the comforts of life while
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but the poorhouse as they look for-
to old age.
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classes who necessarily

they and
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ward
IMPROVEMENT.

To do justice to England it must be
frankly admitted that the conditions of
working-class life have improved steadily
in the last vears, Excepting
only amongst her two million of farm la-
borers, wages are higher than they were in
every line of employment. Notwithstanging
the recent statement by the Bishop of Step-
ney that, in London alone, 800,06 persons
are living in dwellings not fit for human
habitation, thkare has been, also, and there
is stili going forward, a great improvement
in the housing of the working classes. In
education, oo, the opportunities of the
masses have of late greatly increased and
multiplied. But in nelther of these respects
is England even yet "in the ruaning” with
the United States, while the contrasts of
life are still so enormous, the gulf between
rich and poor &0 vast, class distinctions so

twenty-five

given of it by Mr., Rowntree, will be famed
and rather ill-famed In quite another way.
A GENERAL CONDITION.,

The facts in regard to York, with its
towering cathedral and not more than 70,000
inhabitants, would hardly be worth quoting
were they peculiar to that
that city
greater
people aver

city alone or to
as a2 small and sad epltome of the
of London. But all thinking
here are now agrecd that the
pig towns of England,
canvassed and tabulated in
would make a showing equally
lamentable. So that the facts in regard to
poverty in York are of far-reaching signifi-
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his
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the diet allowed to paupers—=s0 much bread,
g0 much meat, ete, This he takes as *“the
minimum’ necessary to physical efficiency.”
has not put his standard very

chooses as basis
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He certainly
high, and after averaging the families as
to the stomachs to be filled and backs to be
his estimate is that each fam-
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ciothed, ete.,

its minimum needs in these
rections, must have a weekly income of not
lese than 21s just a trifle over %5.

But he finds in York 640 families of laborers

iiv, to meet
8d,

whoge income is 528 a week below that sum

who, in other words, lack regularly about
one-fourth of the amount necessary to give
them enough to eat and to keep them de-
cently sheltered and clothed. Altogether the
people Mr. found in

according to their income,
keep the wolf from the
door; or could only have by never spending
a penny for anything save the barest nec-
esgaries, were about 28 per cent. of the total
accepts the English
typical in this mat-
of England, one can
cold-blooded figures,

numbe r nf
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that poverty is at present the normal con-
dition of one-fourth of the in-
habitants of the British islands,
it to compare
life with those oblaining
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that Britain long be-
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ment as responsive as ours to the popular
will, and this custom-fettered, {tradition-
curscd oid country would soon give a bet-
ter int of hergelf. Rut as things are,
to talk of Americanizing England is largely
it would involve such
sweeping changes, And the fact that
cannot Americanize it thoroughly is what
makes so difficult and absurd the present
craze for Americanizing it along the lines
of trade and commerce.

The inconsistency of this latter endeavor
is glaringly apparent to the British work-
man at the present moment because of the
demand of his employers that, with no in-

ACCH

nonsense, because

Yyou

crease of pay to spur him on, he shall still |
help them to compete with the foreign in- |

vader by turning out more work. Upon this
point Mr. R. Bell, a labor member of Par-
liament, said the other day that “if English
employers wanted to Americanize English
workmen they must introduce some other
American methods, such as the three square
meals a day which American workmen de-
manded—not hovels to live in and meals of
cheese and bloaters.” He himself, Mr.
Bell went on to say, was prepared to Ameri-
canize everything, but he hardly thought
it right for employers to try to American-
ize the English workman in regard to his
output until they were ready also to Ameri-
cenige him in his wages,

In reference (o all these blots and blurs

| that the masses are beginning to sce them |

| graceful stains

| screams for empire.

| which

| ernment might

| form which, If

| Une of

| age, but must very generally, {f they

: multitude

| who

| ing better than
of publis

| agitated

| the

| fathers

| England be it
| bility of

| with

| confidently

| workmen

| London from America or

| the
-pe;led to starve between 1230 a

on the social ind economic escutcheon of
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in their true light and that social agitators
are vigorously striving by books, pamphlets*;
lectures and inecreasing pressure upon Par-

liament to remove these disfiguring and dis- [ ISLAND OFF
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' be for lack of plans having this object in
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able object. But sad is It to think that Par-
llament for some time past has been almost
wholly occupled with affairs abroad and is
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